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The Iron Trades Federation asked the
co-operation of the Sydney Labour Coun-
cil last week in a deputation to the.Pre-
mier to protest . against the '‘go-slow’’
aceusations against the workers recently
made by the Railway Commissioner and
other praminent exploiters. Two dele
sates were appointed from the Council
to "protest,””  We suggest that the best

protest would he for the railway workers.

and others concerned to get in earnest

about go-slow tactics and give some solid .

ground for the accusations,
Couneil would be better employed in pro-
testing against the loafing of the hossen
and devising means of setting them to
work. S

It would appear from reccnt cables that
the railroad workers of the United States
have again béen -hoodwinked™ by politi-

5. An eight-hour day was practie-
won by the thréat of a general strike,
when the pgliticians stepped in and ‘‘leg-
alised”" it. ~ After the strike was called
off the companies decided  to appeal
against the law ox the ground of its being
‘“uneonstitutional,”” If the railway
workers don't get an eight-hour day until
the capitalist courts of the United States
have deelared it to be ‘‘constitutional,’’
they might as well wait for the second
coming of Christ. Onee more it is de-
monstrated that only by dirving home the
tactics of direet action can genuine in-
dustrial reforms be won.

- . .

We are afraid that many foolish people
are pinning their faith to the Referen-
dum as a means of averting conseription.
Let them not be mistaken., Ballots never
vet stopped the ruling class from taking
any step it deemed advisable in its in-
terests,  If the result of the Referendum
favors conscription it will be introduced
oi the plea that **democracy has willed
it;"” if there is n majority against it, it
will come just the same if—well, if the
workers whom it -chiefly affects don't
wake up.

.

Apropos of conseription, it is interest-
ing to learn from an English paper that
Lord Bryce recently appeared before a
military tribunal and asked for the cx-
cmption of his valet from military service
on the grounds that he had to perform
necessary domestic duties. The exemp-
tion was granted. His Loraship's whisk-
£rs are- apparently -of more -importance
than "L]:L-_éufet.y"of the ];Bmpirc,:’

The Duke of .W'ellingtnu remarked on |

one oceasion that ‘‘martial law means no
law at all, but the will of the general,
until the ordinery law can be either es.
tablished or restored.’” Martial law
therefore is the negation of law and
order.  Conseription mesns martial law

The Labour

systematised, which logieally leads us to .

demand that oll advoeates of conserip-
tion should be interned in the interests of
law and order,
L& .
“Prosperous - America,”’  Exports
Double Value of Imports,” is the heading
of a cable from U.S.A. The exports for
Seven months in 1916 “were £300,000,000
In excess of the corresponding period for
last year. The increase is chiefly due to
the export of munitions of war. No won-
der the capitalist class look Jipon War as
& blessing. When we remember that there
I8 no inconsiderable amount of British
and German capital invested in Ameriea,
the hestility of exploiters in hoth coun-
tries to any suggestion of peace can be
well understood. When we read of the
Wworkers in almost every industry in the
United States scething with industrial.re-
volt, we ‘are safe in guessing that the so-
¢alled “Progperity of America' spells
; ml:r:slﬁcd exploitation of the working .

cl.asa.

A considerable mumber of complaints

are arriving at this office re non-delivery~

of “'Direct Action’ to subseribers. In
99 per cent. of these cases the fault lays
with the Post Office aunthorities, As it
is impossible for us to attend to each indi-
vidual ease, subscribers are advised for

the future to address all complaints di- .

rect to the Deputy Postmaster-General,
Sydney. ’

Writing from Melbourne on 12th inst.,
Tom Barker says:—

I have arrived from Broken Hill and
am staying at Melbourne until about the
24th inst.,, when 1 will leave:for Sydney.
During my stay in Breken Hill I deliv-
ered three lectures and an address for
the Barrier Labour Federation, spoke at
three open-air meetings of the Anti-Con-
seription League, three addresses in-

doors, and two_outdoor. meetings of the:

Industrial Workers of the World. Al
the meetings were-well attended, and the
gospel of industrialism was well receive.l,
no matter under whose auspices the meet-
ings were held, .

.1 left Broken Hill on the 5th Septem-
ber. On the evening of the 7th I ad-
dressed, in eonjunetion with Mr. Miller,
of the Freedom League, a ‘packed meet-
ing in the A.W.U. Hall in Flinders Strect,
During the ecourse of my address I
showed that industrial action was the
only. thing caleulated to fight conserip-
tion, and showed the audience what the
workers of Broken Hill had deeided to
do.

as well as interested. Ou the 8th inst.,

«at 12 noon, 1 spoke for 35 minates at the

railway workshops at Islington on indu-
trial unionism and conseription.  There
were' quite 800 workers present, as well
as the local police force. Miss Hotson,
of the W.P.A., adso addressed the meet-
ing, which was chaired by Mr.-McArthnr,
who is a well-known and frequent visitor
to the workshops, Most of the men were
attracted out of the shops out of curi-
osity, but stayed out and had their din-
ner after the bell had gone.

During my stay in Adelaide 1 was
treated with the utmost kindoess and
given every assistanee by an enthusiastic
little. band of- rebels, whom it is a plea-
sure to meet and associate with. i

My stay in Melbourne has been fairly
busy so far. I spoke twice on the Yarra
Bank on Sunday afternoon, at mectings
of the LW, W,, and an anti-conse™iplion
meeting, There 1 spoke as a represen-
tative of the combined unions of Broken
Hill, whose credentials. I am carrsiag
with me. I spoke for ten minutes at the
Guild Hall on Sunday evening for the
Victorian Socialist Party.  Afterwurds
I delivered a lecture on “‘The Coming
Fight'' at the ngw LW, W. Rooms at 107
Riissell Street. This meeting was a splen:
did success, all the seating eapacity being
taken up. J. R. Wilson was in the chair,

The Melbourne local is making splen- .

did headway. They have now a list of
speakers that is not even seeond to Syd-
ney. - Six at least are capable of deliver-
ing telling indoor lectures. It is a plea-
sure to see the new and young speakers
thaf are “coming along. . The businesy
meetings are very well attended. The
meetings on the Yarra are extremely
large, and the collections likewise. Other
locals eould take up collecting subserip-

tions to '*Direct Action’’ at outdoor meet- -

ings in the manner of the Melbourne local
with advantage. e :
The membership is rapidly growing, &

The meeting was quite enthusiastic *

'- The Town HallrMeeting.

¢

. - a
* **Amongst those who spoke was & mem.
" ber of thg LW.W,, who delivered an in
“wflammatory speeeh,!’ remarked Sydney
“‘Herald” ot Tuesday last in eonneetion
with the huge erowds which were ail-
dressed outside the Town Hall o1 the pre-
* vious, evening, when Labour Prin.y Min-
ister Hughés and his Liberal admirers

——were “inside. ~The:word *“inflammatory =

is rather an unfortunate one for lhe
‘‘Herald” in the circamstances  Not.
withstanding the diiferences of opinion
‘on other matters by the speakers outsido
the Town Hall that cvening, Peace was
tho keynote of all the speeches wade.
Quite the contrary inside, however. War,
murder, national and racial hatred, were
the outstanding, eharacteristies of the ad-
dresses delivered there, and the speeches
were so ‘'i b
. thn opinjons expressed are going to pre-

dominate in Australia for. the next few -

weeks, many of those present will be los-

months have passed.- :

The audiences outside the Town Hall
on that occasion, however, would scem
to indidate that the great mass of the
peuple of Australia kuow the reel intent
behind the canting patriotism of Mr.
Hughes and his plutoeratic followers,
The ‘‘Herald’s”’ estimate of that cvowd
waus 6000, but a nearer guess would be
three or four times that number, and at
least 95 per cent. of Lhat vast audienee
were unanimously opposed to conserip.
tion.

One of the speakers—a prominent poli-
tician who ought tn know—remarked
that theé Liberal leagues had been arrang-
ing for days by distributing tiekets to
their supporters 1o pack the Town Hall
so that opponents of conseription would
be unable to gain adinittance, so under
the eircumstances no one will begrudge
Mr. Hughes the cnthusiastic reception
which the *‘Herald" informs he reccived
from his audience,

fact that is most encouraging. As far
as Adelaide is concerned, I am convineed
that with systematie propaganda in that
city’ & large and flourishing local zould
be established. When we consider that
there is always seven dozen ““Direct Ae-
tions'’ disposed _of in the ‘‘Holy City,"
there must be a large erowd of workers
whe are eligible for, and interested in
the One Big Union. A few meetings held
at various workshope, like Islington,
would, I am convineed. result in a strong
and virile propaganda union. I hope
that in-the near future that such an or-
ganisation will make ts appearance,” an
revive the activities of the premier
tralion lecal.

Up to the present I have had very/little
eommunication from the organis
Sydney. It m@y. be that our
being interfered with by'the authorifics.

It is absclutely splendid the progress
that has been made by the wobblies in the
past three years. I'hupe that it will con-
tinue until we are the strongest organis-
ation in Australia,

Subscribers are requested to watch the
number of their paper. Post Office regd-
lations will not allow us to mark issues
""Expiped’’ as hitherto, .
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WITH THIS ISSUE, PLEASE RENEW.
IF YOUR SUBSORIPTION EXPIRES
" DO IT NOW! -

inflammatory'' in faet .that ifs

ing their life-blood in Eurcpe before 2

. -THE WORKERS' NEW- MORALITY,

The new 'ao\l‘nllty SAYyS i—
Damn interest!
Damn rent'!
Damn profits!
Damn agreements!
Damn the Doss!
Damn the boss's son!
Damn his family earrviage!
And his fanily, too!
+— We've damned well enough to do to
look after our damned selves and families.
The boss don’t dare a damn nbout us,
and quite right too. He has his own self
and family to look after.
~ W& ought to be damned if we don't
look after our own dear wives and dear
little omes. .

For wives and little ones are as ** dear™
to the worker as_any such cver were to
his boss. fJ

And ninety per cont. of the wives and
children of the world belong to the work-
ing class. ;

Our morality asks—What will help
hem §

What will stop them starving by the
millions ¥

And whatever is calculated to help our
class is moral, goed, und pure.

What injures our class is immoral, and
must, be fought down and out.

We did’nt make the strnggle between
the eapitalist-class and the working-class,
but it's there, and it's our business to up-
hold onr own interest if we don’t want to
go under,

The powder must be uken out of the
peliceman's club !

How?t

Anyhow|

Viy 1

Because it hurts our class, and is there-
forc immoral.

The guns mustn’t point onr way if they
aren’t spiked, beeause they are liable to
go off and hurt us and that would be im-
moral,

So we must spike the guns or turn
them round,  Anyhow, and because i
hurts our class and is immoral. : r_lj

If we go on strike we rflust strike quiek-
1y, sudden, and certainly. Don’t give
the lioss time to think or prepare plans.’
He might get the better of us, and that
would be bad for us and immoral.

Strike when he has a big order which
he must fulfil. It will hurt him more
and us léss, and that is moral.

Tie up the industries in the town, all
the industries in all the towns, in the:
whole country, or in the whole world if
neeessary. . The strike will end quicker
and we will starve less, and that's good
for us and therefore moral.

—A. CRAWFORD.

J THE DEFENCE FUND,
On October 3rd the appeals of Fellow-
Workers Grant, Larkin, and Rseves
against their recent convictions in the
Police Court will be heard st the Quarter
Sessions. The time is short, and funds are
imperatively necded to meet legal ex-
penses, Members and sympathisers
throughout the country need not be re-
«minded that this fight is their fight. These
men are being persecuted and gaoled be-
cause they place the cause of the working
class before.their oWn liberty and well-
being. It is the DUTY, therefore, of all
militants to subseribe to the defence fund.
All-donations will be acknowledged in
these columns,
Address to 5
° . _P. HARFORD,

Becretary Defence Committee;

Box 98, Huymarket,

-
o






