
“At the heart of everything is the land. It is the way we feel and think about the 
land that makes us Aboriginal. It’s the only way to keep out culture. We belong 
to the land in the true sense that it is part of us that we need to survive... that is 
why land rights are so important to us. 

“As the Aboriginal movement for land rights became stronger and better 
organised from the late 1960s onwards, mining and pastoral interests in 
particular responded with all the money and power at their disposal... Pat 
O’Shane (1979) argues that in a complex sense, the whole of white society is 
opposed to her people’s demand for land rights, because it runs contrary to the 
very foundations on which white society is based. But in an immediate sense it is 
the mining companies who determine the extent and scope of white resistance 
to Aboriginal land claims”

“Dear Mr Rudd
       It is with extreme alarm that I heard you express support for Prime  
Minister Howard’s proposals to take over Indigenous communities in NT...
      First, the issue has been around for decades; and people such as I warned 
about it at least 20 years ago...
      For Howard to now characterise this issue as a “national emergency” is 
nothing more than a political stunt...
      I would have expected that you’d note it was Howard, who.. is responsible for 
the virtual demolition of programs which were designed to overcome the very 
problems which breed child sexual abuse...
      I would also have expected you to note Howard’s agenda to push the 
development of the nuclear industry to which uranium is fundamental. And 
guess what? Uranium just happens to be present throughout the NT, and 
especially in Aboriginal Lands - just waiting for Howard’s mates to exploit it, as 
soon as he gets rid of the permit system, takes control of the communities, and 
cuts more moneys from them...
      In order to distinguish yourself as a true alternative Leader of the people of 
Australia (that is, including Indigenous Australians) you need to clarify issues for 
action... I look forward to hearing you outline a more considered policy response 
to the NT situation, and particularly to John Howard’s promotion of further 
violence and disempowerment in Indigenous communities, and his continuing 
demonisation of the people.”

Pat O’Shane, AM, LLM
August 2007
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Verity Burgmann, Power, Profit and Protest, 
Allen and Unwin, Sydney, 2003, p 69
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A Mornington Islander named Lanley, quoted in Brennan et al 1985, 
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